
Welcome to Bandonbridge.

2020



Starting School in 2020
 We, in Bandonbridge N.S., 

are endeavouring to make 
your child’s transition to 
primary school as easy and 
as normal as possible, 
despite the Covid-19 virus. 
We have been busy getting 
the Junior Infants’ classroom 
ready for their arrival on 
August 27th. Please share 
this slideshow with your 
child. 



This is your 
teacher:     
Ms. Roche

You are going to have 
a lot of fun in her 
classroom. She will 
take great care of you. 
You will learn lots of 
new things with Ms. 
Roche.



This is Ms. 
O’Driscoll. 

She will be helping 
Ms. Roche in your 
classroom. 



When you arrive at School
This is the front door

This is your classroom 
door



Getting ready..
It would help greatly if you able to-

o Button and unbutton your coat and hang it up or put it in the box on your desk.

o Open and close your school bag without help. Practise opening and closing it before you 

come to school next week.

o Make sure you can carry the bag comfortably.

o Use the toilet without help.

o Encourage personal hygiene and cleanliness. You should know how to flush the toilet 

and wash your hands really well, without having to be told.

o Use a tissue to blow/wipe your nose and put the tissue in the bin.

o Share toys and playthings with others and ‘take turns’.

o Tidy up and put away your playthings, pencils and books.



The First Day
 A day to remember!!

 School is a happy place and we will take good care of you.

 Ms Roche and the other teachers will help you to settle in.

 Tell your parents/guardians not to worry about you.

 Tell them to leave you with Ms Roche and go without delay.

 Even if you are a bit sad or upset at first, you will soon become 

involved in playing and school activities and settle down.



Ms. Roche and 
Ms. O’Driscoll 
have made the 
room really nice 
for your 1st day. 
Can you see Ms. 
Roche wearing her 
mask?



Starting off… this bit is for your parents

During the first few weeks of school, emphasis will be placed on:

 establishing routines; we are hoping there will be minimal 
changes to the routines despite the Covid-19 restrictions

 social interaction with other children: playing together, 
storytime, group learning

 familiarising the children with the school layout

 introducing them to the adults with whom they will be 
working

 and most importantly enjoying school!!



The Curriculum
All areas covered in Junior Infants- there will be more 
information at a meeting on Wednesday 16th September 

at 1 p.m.

 English
 Irish
 Maths
 S.E.S.E - History, Geography, Science
 Arts - Visual Arts, Music, Drama
 Social Personal Health Education (S.P.H.E.)
 Physical Education(P.E.)
 Religion(R.E.) 
 You will find the primary school curricula on this link 

https://www.curriculumonline.ie/Primary/

https://www.curriculumonline.ie/Primary/


This is where you will play at break times



Breaks

 Junior Infants will have 2 break times, (one break for the first 2 and half weeks) in 
the day to eat and play outside. Please ensure children have coats on cold or rainy 
days.

 Children are allowed ten minutes in classroom to eat lunches and then go to play in 
the playground, weather permitting.

 Pupils need healthy food in reusable containers and water in a reusable bottle for 
both breaks: a sandwich or cheese on crackers, a small piece of fruit or vegetable 
stick.

 We are a Green School so no pre-packaged food please. Use a lunchbox with 
different sections for different food items.

 Remember your child will need to be able to manage the lunch box and the lunch 
inside it. Their day is short so they don’t need a huge amount to eat. 



This is where you will be collected 
at home time



Going Home..
 Be sure to collect children on time (12:00 until September 17th when their day will 

end at 1:25). Children can become very upset if they feel they are forgotten. Please 
phone or text the office if you are running late so we can reassure your child that 
you are on your way.

 At home time, the teacher will open the main reception door and bring the 
children outside to meet you. Please wait in the teacher car park until the teacher 
sends your child to you.

 It is important that we know who is collecting your child. We will not release 
children to unauthorised people. Please give the teacher the names of the people 
who will be collecting your child if it is not a parent.

 If at any time the collecting routine has to be changed, please ensure you tell the 
teacher/office and your child, where possible. A text to the school phone is a good 
idea. 



You Can Help..
 Good writing is all about muscle and motor control so give your 

child opportunities to practise colouring, drawing, painting, 
cutting, manipulating materials such as plasticine/playdoh, 
construction work, jigsaws etc. 

 We use tripod pencils in school to help children with pencil grip.

 Noting visual differences is essential to reading and this skill is 
practised and encouraged with the use of matching games, 
construction work, jigsaws etc. 

 Reading aloud to your child every day for 20 minutes will 
cultivate an interest in, and love of reading.

 Listening to and repeating Nursery Rhymes is a good basis for 
English and Maths. Following simple instructions.



If you have any questions for us, please don’t hesitate to email the office 
bandonbridgeoffice@gmail.com or text the office phone 085 859 0506

We can’t wait to meet you next week.

mailto:bandonbridgeoffice@gmail.com

