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WHAT IS JAPANESE KNOTWEED?

Japanese knotweed is a perennial herbaceous species of 

knotweed and buck weed  it is native to East Asia in Japan, 

China, and Korea. In North America and Europe, the species 

has established itself successfully in many habitats and is 

classified as a pest and invasive species in several countries.

The Japanese knotweed has many different names, such as 

Reynoutria japonica or the Asian pterosaur, its scientific name is 

Fallopia japonica, and its Irish name is Glúineach bhiorach.

Japanese knotweed in the form of hollow stems with different 

knots in relief that give it the appearance of bamboo, even if 

they are not related. Although the stems can reach a maximum 

height of 3-4 m each growing season, it is typical to see much 

smaller plants where they sprout through cracks in the sidewalk 

or are repeatedly cut. The leaves are broad oval with a 

truncated base, 7 to 14 cm long and 5 to 12 cm wide. The 

flowers are small, creamy or white, produced in  clusters from 6 

to 15 cm long in late summer and early fall.



WHY IS JAPANESE KNOTWEED AN 
INVASIVE SPECIES ?

It has a negative effect on vegetation at 
banks of watercourses. They limit the supply 
of light and change soil chemistry. They 
affect the surroundings plants allopathically, 
by discharging substances preventing the 
growth of other plants, but also by forming 
large amounts of biomass and rapid growth. 
High growth and large leaf area do not allow 
it grow with other plant species. When 
growing on surfaces in cities destroy walls, 
sidewalks and raise danger of flooding by 
disturbance anti-flood structures. 



HISTORY OF JAPANESE KNOTWEED 

Originally described as Reynoutria japonica by Houttuyn in 1777 from 
Japan, that name was lost to botanists for over 150 years. In the 
meantime, the same species was independently named Polygonum 
cuspidatum by Siebold and Zuccarini in 1845. It was not until the 1901 
that Makino, a Japanese botanist, realised that the Reynoutria 
japonica of Houttuyn and the Polygonum cuspidatum of Siebold and 
Zuccarini were the same.

Incidentally, after the publicity surrounding Siebold's description of 
Japanese Knotweed, it was discovered that there had in fact been an 
earlier introduction of the plant to London in 1825 The Horticultural 
Society had apparently been growing a Chinese version of the plant in 
an artificial swamp in their garden in Chiswick. 



WHAT TO DO IF YOU FIND A JAPANESE KNOTWEED 
AND HOW TO RECOGNISE IT

The best time to spot Japanese knotweed is during 
mid-summer and early autumn. During spring, 
reddish/purple shoots appear from the ground . These 
can grow up to 2cm a day, thus rapidly forming dense 
stands of bamboo-like stems that develop green heart 
or shield-shaped leaves. 

If you do find Japanese knotweed on your property, 
the most important thing that you can do is prevent 
any further spread of the species. Do not cut, flail or 
chip the plants as tiny fragments can regenerate into 
new plants and make the problem even more difficult 
to manage. It is also advised not to dig, move or dump 
soil which may contain plant material as this may 
contribute to its spread.



This map shows the population of 
Japanese knotweed in Ireland 
during the past the century.

2011 – present 

2001 – 2010

1990 – 2000

Pre 1990 



JAPANESE KNOTWEED IN BANDON
Bandon is also 
affected by this 
invasive species as we 
can see on the map. 
The purple squares 
point out the 
confirmed cases. Even 
our school seems to be 
close enough to one of 
the confirmed place.



FAVOURABLE EFFECTS

• In areas where native plants have become extinct or reached a point that it cannot be 
restored, non-native species can fill their role. 

• Japanese knotweed is a great source of resveratrol, as well as being a healthy source 
vitamin A and C 

• Japanese knotweed can have a positive impact on blood flow by contributing to 
better vasodilation of the arteries. By modulating blood pressure, the reduction in strain 
and stress can thereby contribute to better cardiac health. 

• Japanese knotweed can be crunchy and juicy and can be eaten raw or cooked; 
and can be sweet or savoury, depending on how they're prepared.

• Japanese knotweed is also said to have a positive effect on gastrointestinal ailments, 
such as constipation, contributing to digestive health and regularity.



CONCLUSION
The issue of invasive species is an ever-evolving topic that 
affects various spheres of life and affects each of us directly 
and indirectly. Invasive plants have a future in society and the 
consequences of their influence are already observable and 
tangible. Therefore, it is practical to know about their basic 
characteristics, life cycle, their effects on the environment and 
society. It is necessary to know how to handle them properly to 
avoid major damage, and that even the general public has 
sufficient information on how and why invasive plants are 
needed remove and prevent their spread.



Hope you enjoyed my project


