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What is the Butterfly Bush?

◦ The Butterfly Bush is an invasive species of 

flora in Ireland. Its scientific name is Buddleja 

Davidii, and its Irish name is Tor an 

Fhéileacáin. It is a perennial shrub, which 

means it lives for more than 2 years. 

◦ The Butterfly Bush can grow up to 15 feet 

(roughly 4 metres) tall. Flowers blossom at the 

ends of the branches. The flowers are usually a 

light purple, but hues can range from dark 

purple to pink and white.



Why is it called the Butterfly Bush?

◦ The Butterfly Bush got its name from the Reverend 

Adam Buddle, an English botanist and rector. This 

was suggested by Dr. William Houstoun, who sent 

the first plants to become known as Buddleja to 

England about 15 years after Buddle’s death.  



When does the Butterfly Bush bloom and how 
can you care for it?

◦ The Butterfly Bush blooms almost 

continuously from spring to autumn. You 

should plant it in spring before frost, as it will 

need full sun. The Butterfly Bush will also 

need fertile, well-drained soil.

◦ You can water the Butterfly Bush freely when 

it’s growing, and sparingly when it’s not. When 

the flowers start to wither and die, remove 

them so that new flowers can bloom.



Where is the Butterfly Bush native to?

◦ The Butterfly Bush is native to central China, 

but studies have shown that Buddleja originated 

in southern Africa. From Africa, it spread in 

separate directions to Madagascar, Asia and 

America. 

◦ The Buddleja reached mountainous 

environments such as the Himalayas in Asia, 

and formed into many new species, producing 

the diversity that you can see today. Now the 

Butterfly Bush has reached Ireland and other 

areas of Europe.



How does the Butterfly Bush affect biodiversity 
in Ireland?

◦ The Butterfly Bush affects biodiversity in 

Ireland because it takes up space in other 

plants habitats. Native plants in Ireland lose 

their habitats because of invasive species such 

as the Butterfly Bush.

◦ This is also a problem as the Butterfly Bush is 

quite big, so it takes up more space.



How can we help?

◦ We can help with this problem by contacting 
the National Biodiversity Data Centre when 
you see an invasive species in Ireland. This can 
help with research and data about biodiversity 
in Ireland. For more information you can go to 
www.biodiversityireland.ie, and to find out how 
to contact them. 

◦ If you do have a Butterfly Bush in your garden 
and want to take care of it well, removing the 
wilted or dead flowers as I mentioned before 
prevents the flowers from falling, and therefore 
prevents seeds growing and the species 
spreading in Ireland.

http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/


Additional facts about the Butterfly Bush:

◦ Butterflies seem to prefer the lavender-pink 

flowers on the bushes, rather than the white 

and dark purple flowers of the species.

◦ Even though it is called the ‘Butterfly’ Bush, 

butterflies do not use this bush for their 

lifecycle. Caterpillars don’t feed on Butterfly 

Bushes; it just provides nectar to adult 

butterflies and bees. 

◦ Red-flowering butterfly bushes can even attract 

hummingbirds. 



THE END

Thank you for listening


