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New Zealand Pigmyweed is one of the plant species which is listed 

as a non-native species. 

 

New Zealand Pigmyweed is also known as Crassula Helmsii or 

Swamp Stonecrop. New Zealand Pigmyweed is part of the family 

Crassulaceae. It was originally found in Australia and New Zealand 

but now it has been introduced around the world 

New Zealand Pigmyweed is widely available from nurseries and 

Garden Centres. In slow moving water such as ponds, canals and 

lakes it can form a tangled growth of stems underwater 

 



Its effects on biodiversity in Ireland 

Species Profile 

Habitat: Freshwater 

Distribution in Ireland: Very localised distribution in the wild 

Status: Established 

 

Identifying Features 

Colour: Green 

 Leaves: Bright green leaves arranged around stem in opposite 

pairs. 

Stem: Rigid, Inflexible, and round  

Flower: Very small white flowers with four petals 

Threats 

New Zealand Pigmyweed forms a thick and solid green mat, pushing 

out plant and animal species and also damaging wetland habitats. 

How did it get to Ireland? 

It is believed that the New Zealand Pigmyweed got to Ireland via 

trade for garden pots. 

It is possible that the species escaped into the wild from private 

gardens. 

Is it found in Northern Ireland or Ireland? 

It is found in the wild in both Northern Ireland and Ireland. The 

number of garden ponds with this species is not known. 

 

New Zealand Pigmyweed grows on the margins of freshwater 

systems and is present all year round. It can also tolerate waters up 

to three metres in depth 



New Zealand Pigmyweed is suited to a wide range of conditions and 

is well adapted to Irish conditions. 

 

New Zealand Pigmyweed facts  

New Zealand Pigmyweed arrived in the UK in 1911. 

It was introduced as an oxygenating plant for ponds and wasn’t 

recognised as a serious threat until the 1970s. 

New Zealand Pigmyweed reproduces from small stem fragments and 

can be emergent at the edges of water bodies. 

Pigmyweed grows all year round and from June to September 

produces small white flowers. 

The End 

 


